
UPDATES FROM THE DIRECTOR: 
 
 
September 10, 2012 
 
Greetings from the Marketenderschlössl!  The Fall Semester 2012 group from the University of 
Redlands arrived on the 30th of August.  This new community of 23 diverse students cheerfully 
undertook three days of intensive orientation at our historic home on the Mönchsberg in 
Salzburg.  The initial day was filled with discussions about the importance of the study abroad 
experience and its relation to the mission and history of the University of Redlands.  After all, 
the U of R has hosted a Salzburg Group every year since 1960!   
 

After a scenic but rainy hike 
around the Mönchsberg the 
group settled down to a great 
meal at the Stieglkeller, just 
beneath the Festung. The first 
gathering of the Gemeinschaft 
Sitzung, our weekly 
community meeting followed. 
We capped the day with a visit 
to the famous 
Augustinerbräustuberl.  
 
The following morning 
students learned about living 
with Austrians and 
contemporary Austrian 
culture from U of R Study 
Abroad Director, Sara 

Falkenstien, and were coached on how to create a reflective journal by faculty member, Carolyn 
Lowman.  We strolled over to the extraordinary view of Salzburg at the Museum of Modern Art 
and descended into the altstadt for an entertaining and informative tour.  Our final orientation 
day featured a hike of the Gaisberg Rundweg during which some students opted to bag the 
peak!  Views of every aspect of Salzburg are ever present on this lovely hike.  A traditional 
Austrian meal at the Sistelalm was another highlight of the excursion.  Finally the entire fall 
semester community gathered in the beautiful Wintergarten to hear welcoming words from the 
faculty and to toast their adventure in cross-cultural education and the experiences to come.  
Look for photos and a weekly report.  Next week we will discuss the first week of classes and an 
amazing excursion to Hallstatt.  
 
 
September 20, 2012   
 

Fall Semester 2012 Meet the Faculty Dinner 



The second week of the Fall Semester was quite an adventure.  Classes began on Monday, 
September 3.  Each student takes four, 4 unit courses; German, Austria in Europe: From Empire 
to the European Union, Sites and Sounds of Salzburg, and Race and Science.  
 

After an intensive week, we traveled to the ancient 
salt mines in Hallstatt followed by a visit to the 
Hallstatt museum. The day was completed with a 
wonderful organ concert at St. Michaels Church in 
Mondsee (think Sound of Music wedding scene!).  All 
of us were treated to a special demonstration of the 
qualities of the organ by the evening’s soloist.  It was a 
memorable day: a tour of the oldest salt mine in the 
world …a scenic drive through the Salzkammergut…a 
musical treat in a beautiful Baroque church.  
 
The students stayed around Salzburg this initial 
weekend and engaged in a plethora of interesting 
educational and social activities.  A standout was the 
two-hour bicycle ride along the Salzach River on a 
beautiful and sunny Saturday.  
 
The meal system for the U of R students is quite 
unique.  Each day, Monday through Thursday, we 

enjoy a delicious breakfast and lunch prepared by Hansi Marx and Claudia Hartlieb.  At 6:00 PM, 
Monday through Wednesday the entire group walks to the city for dinner at a local restaurant.  
Students utilize a food allowance (from their U of R food plan fees) to cover the rest of the 

weekend food costs and often take advantage of the 
student kitchen at the Marketenderschlössl to prepare 
their own meals.  
 
For those of you familiar with Salzburg, we have already 
dined at the Goldener Ente, Il Sole, St. Paul’s and other 
great places!  Occasionally, students draw names out of 
a hat for “date night” and enjoy meals with different 
members of the group in town. On Tuesday, September 
11 we decided to host a sausage barbecue on the lawn 
at our house.  It was great fun to cook over the grill, set 
up wooden tables and have a family dinner on the lawn 
in front of the Wintergarten.  It didn’t rain until 9:00 PM 
that evening. 
 
The third week of class was short and busy as we 
prepared for a five-day excursion to Vienna and 

Budapest.  In addition to our usual course schedule, we 

A beautiful view of Hallstatt 

 

Tyler manages the grill for our "wurst barbecue" 

 



added a special music history/appreciation class (Sounds of Salzburg) as well as our weekly art 
history/art appreciation course (Sites of Salzburg).  Both were focused on the music and art of 
Vienna, one of the culturally richest cities in the world.  
 
 
September 23, 2012 
 
In the middle of the second week of the Fall Semester, 2012, the Salzburg group took a five-day 
tour Vienna and Budapest.  This excursion tied directly into our studies in Austrian and 
European culture.  Vienna and Budapest were the centers of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  The 
list of extraordinary musicians, artists and scientists who called Vienna home is almost beyond 
belief.  Much of what we call high culture in the USA comes from old Vienna.  We stayed in a 
traditional hotel near the center of the city.  Psychology and psychotherapy became famous 

here with Sigmund Freud.  The tragedy in human lives 
and the loss of culture that occurred in the Holocaust is 
also evident.  Budapest has been at the center of 
difficulties caused by WWII, Communism and the Soviet 
era.  The city is also home to the largest synagogue in 
Europe.  If it were not the language barrier (learning 
Hungarian!), we would all know more about the writers, 
thinkers and philosophers of this remarkable country. 
 

We departed Salzburg early on a Thursday and stopped 
at the Melk Monastery for a look at the extraordinary 

example of Austrian Baroque architecture and interior 

furnishings.  A walking tour of Imperial Vienna followed 
our arrival in the great city and included a tour of the 

Mozart Haus.  For our second day in Vienna, we began 
with another walking tour, this time featuring Medieval 
Vienna.  Dr. Elisabeth Hinter led the walking tours and 

Betty Trobisch, the Mozart Haus. A guided tour of the 
Jewish Museum was next with a special program 

provided by the staff.  The afternoon feature was the 
famous Kunsthistoriches Museum (Art History).  The 

entire group donned concert clothes and attended a performance of the ballet, “Romeo and 
Juliet,” choreographed to the music of Prokofiev.  This was our first concert of the Sounds of 

Salzburg class and the students were well prepared for this amazing event.  A performance in 

the Vienna State Opera House is a special opportunity.  Saturday morning we toured both the 
gardens and the Belvedere Gallery and saw a special exhibition on Gustave Klimt, prior to a 

short walking tour of fin de siècle Vienna and the Secessionist building.  All of us enjoyed the 
Naschmarkt at lunch time.  
 

Saturday afternoon we arrived in Budapest, and checked into our hotel. Many of us spent the 

Students find fun in Budapest 

 



afternoon and evening in Buda enjoying the views and historic sites.  We enjoyed the 

perspective of a Hungarian guide on a lengthy walking tour of Pest on Sunday morning, 

followed by a sobering tour of the House of Terror Museum and an enjoyable experience in the 
public bath at Szechenyi.  Sights included Saint Stephen’s Basilica, Parliament Square and 

Freedom Square.  Late in the afternoon we managed to change hotels to a better, cleaner, 
more modern location, much to the delight of everyone!  A rousing group dinner featuring local 

food and libation provided a footnote to this wonderful experience. A fter a visit to the 
historical, thought provoking, and amusing Momento Park (featuring statues and sculptures 
from the Soviet era) we traveled home to Salzburg. 

 
 
October 4, 2012 
 
In late September, the Fall 2012 group returned to Italy.  For the past two years the U of R has 
not traveled to this wonderful country at the center of ancient and historical European culture. 
This was partly because of 
the high cost associated with 
Italian travel these days and 
some also because of 
curricular changes in the 
program that naturally and 
appropriately called for a 
different excursion. The new 
curriculum utilizes the Italy 
tour as a key element of 
understanding European 
culture so we resuscitated 
our contacts and planned a 
trip to Venice, Rome, Assisi 
and Florence over 11 days.  
On the Monday evening 
prior to our departure, we 
enjoyed a four course 
Italian dinner in Salzburg with wines to taste from several areas of Italy as part of the 
orientation for the excursion.  I hope you enjoy the photo of the group toasting the U of R! 
 
As I write, we are taking a rest day in the middle of the trip at a hotel in Forte dei Marmi on the 
Italian coast.  We spent one night in Venice but managed to ride the ferry around the island, 
tour the area around St. Mark's Basilica and visit the Peggy Guggenheim Museum.  The cultural 
and artistic information was provided as background for the students in a reader that they 
perused prior to arriving in each city!  Dr. Elisabeth Hintner, our resident art historian, helped to 
plan the entire trip and serves as co-leader.  We are also pleased to have U of R biology 
professor, Dr. Ben Aronson, with us.  He will teach a special course in Salzburg for four weeks 

Toasting the U of R at Il Sole in Salzburg the night before departing for Italy 

 



upon our return.  After the quick trip to Venice we rode the bus all day to Rome where we 
engaged in an extraordinarily demanding three days.  On Saturday, we walked Ancient Rome 
for four hours.  Following a scenic lunch on the Capitoline Hill, we spent the next four hours 
touring modern Rome with all its historical, cultural and ethnic neighborhoods.  Sunday 
provided an opportunity to tour St. Peter's Basilica where several of us attended mass and 
enjoyed the Angelus blessing. Dr. Hintner's insights were invaluable there and at a truly 
wonderful tour of the Borghese Gallery in the afternoon. After a crowded, yet inspiring tour of 
the Vatican Museum and the Sistine Chapel, we drove to Assisi where we toured the Basilica 
and tried to acquire the serenity associated with St. Francis. Perhaps you can understand why 
we are taking a break today at the coast.  More soon from Florence! 
 
 
October 25, 2012 
 
The fall 2012 Group enjoyed the last few days in Italy as we toured the heart of the 
Renaissance, Florence.   Visions of the David, Il Duomo, the Paradise Doors, the Uffizi Gallery 
and all the delights of the city abound in our memories.  After our return on October 8, the 
second block of the semester began.  During this period, students take advantage of weekends 
for travel around Europe.  You will be seeing the sights of Paris, Prague, Amsterdam, Berlin and 
many other cities through their photos. Here at the Marketenderschlössl classes continue with 
German, Sites and Sounds and a special addition, Race and Science. Race and Science is taught 
by UR Biology professor Ben Aronson and has been a truly enlightening experience for all.  
 
 
December 28, 2012 
 
The students volunteered this semester at THEO, an animal shelter located in Tierhiem, about 
20 minutes outside of Salzburg.  This small animal shelter serves to rescue both domestic and 
wild animals and, after returning them to health, searches to find a new home or re-introduce 
them to the wild.  There are myriad opportunities for students to serve in maintenance (both 
outside and inside the small rustic facility), actual care of the animals, and, we believe, some 
possible future opportunities in raising awareness of the problems, raising funds for special 
projects and conducting drives for food etc.  As a part of the integration experience, the 
students communicate using German, including the Austrian dialect!  Check out THEO's 
websites at http://www.tierheim-theo.at/home/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/Tierschutzverein.Theo. 
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