
The Salzburg Semester, which Redlands has operated since 1960, is characterized by a general 
humanities and social sciences curriculum and offered in the context of group study and 
extensive travel opportunities.  The program is available to undergraduates regardless of major. 
 
CORE ATTRIBUTES OF THE SALZBURG SEMESTER: 
 
Is Student Centered --  

 
Unlike many international study programs, the Salzburg Semester is a group endeavor.   
Students begin their semester with an Orientation Retreat where they set community 
goals and standards and develop a co-operative tone for their experience.  Students also 
establish the House Council and develop appropriate committees.  Weekly meetings of 
the entire group are a regular feature of community life.  While in Salzburg, students 
reside in a unique living-learning community; a 450-year-old castle known as the 
Marketenderschlössl, located high on the Mönchsberg, overlooking the heart of 
Salzburg.  The historical integrity of the house is protected by the Austrian Bureau of 
National Monuments, but its interior is completely new.  Modern renovation produced 
cozy residential rooms with natural pine furniture and private baths.  The building 
boasts a lecture hall, reading room, library, student kitchen, keller, and offices, as well 
as a vaulted dining hall and an external lounge with a glass wall that looks out onto the 
snowy landscape in winter.   
 
More than 3,000 Salzburg Semester alumni confirm that this study abroad program was 
one of the most rewarding experiences in college, if not one of the best in their lives.  
They remember learning to speak German, integrate with Austrian culture, and live in a 
small European city.  They recount memorable encounters that were culturally 
illuminating, artistically enriching and blended study with experience.  They also have 
maintained lifetime friendships with members of their group.  

 
 
Features Experiential Education -- 
 

Salzburg students have the opportunity to see and experience firsthand what they 
normally study in theory only.  The coursework and group travel reflect this experiential 
bent.  In the Austria in Europe course, students create a reflective journal that 
encompasses all their experiences from enrolling in the program and department from 
home through group living, excursions, independent travel and a semester of study 
abroad.  Students also select an Austrian topic/person to research prior to leaving the 
US for an oral report.  In the Sites and Sounds of Salzburg course, students study art 
history and then walk into the city to see examples.  They study music history and 
composers, followed by a concert performance.  As the program draws to a close, all 
students participate in a unique integrative learning project which brings together their 
reflective journals, oral reports, reflections on travel, response papers and experiences 
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in all four courses to develop a portfolio illuminating lessons from every aspect of their 
semester abroad. 

 
Features Group Travel -- 

 
The Salzburg program is based on the philosophy that classes are greatly enriched by 
on-site study.  A unique feature of the Salzburg Semester has always been the group 
travel.  Students take local excursions to the Salzkammergut (the famous lake district), 
and Hallstatt (site of the oldest salt mines in the region) to illustrate Austrian culture.  A 
five-day excursion to Vienna and Budapest is the first of three faculty-led excursions 
exploring the highlights of Central Europe.  After studying Austrian history, students 
experience other areas closely related to the Austrian experience.  The second excursion 
offers the opportunity to examine cultural developments in Italy.  They tour Venice, see 
the history, art and architecture of Rome, visit the serenity of Assisi, travel to the coast 
and end in the Renaissance marvel of Florence.  Late in the semester, students explore 
Austria’s unique role in the post-Soviet world and focus on the new Eastern/Central 
European democracies.  The third excursion takes students to the Balkans.  As they 
travel through historical remnants of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire they explore the 
former Yugoslavia, a region still recovering from the atrocities of the Balkan War, 
including Bosnia (Sarajevo and Mostar), Croatia, and Slovenia.  All expenses associated 
with these major field trips are included in the comprehensive program fee. 

 
Supports Independent Travel -- 
 

Independent travel opportunities can be a transformative experience for student, 
fostering growth and independence, and are an important component of the Salzburg 
Program.   There are opportunities for more travel and exploration on many three-day 
weekends as well as the ten day, mid-semester break.  They are supported in planning 
efforts and taught how to “decode” a city by faculty and staff.  

 
 

THE CORE COURSES: SALZBURG 2012-2013: 
 
German 101 and 102 – First-Year German and German 201 and 202 – Second-Year German: 

 
Study of basic elements of the German language for beginning as well as 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
semester students.  Emphasis on development of skills enabling students to understand 
and speak German, while developing a core vocabulary needed for use in conversations 
and interactions in Salzburg.  German courses will be taught intensively, for eight a week 
the initial four weeks, and four a week throughout the rest of the semester. 

 
Salzburg 250 – Sites & Sounds of Salzburg: Engaging with the Visual and Performing Arts in 
European Culture: 
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The expansive European culture of classical music, art and architecture is presented in a 
unique manner.  The visual arts/architectural elements meet two hours a week 
throughout the semester.  The music study and concert attendance takes place seven 
times during the semester.  The course is also interwoven in the three group excursions.  

 
Salzburg 240 – Austria in Europe: From Empire to the European Union: 
 

This course provides students a survey of Austrian history and culture, and through an 
Austrian lens, with important elements of European history and culture.  Features 
include Austrian pre-history; Austria as a province of the Roman Empire, a part of the 
Holy Roman Empire, and the heart of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  An empire 
centuries in the making was destroyed in a few years during WWI.  The outcome created 
the small, landlocked country that is modern Austria.  Late in the semester the focus 
turns to Austria’s relation to Eastern and Central Europe, especially the Balkans.  Finally, 
students analyze Austria’s role in the European Union.  Special emphasis will be placed 
throughout on Austria’s cultural contributions to the European way of life, and the 
inclusion of diverse populations within its historical identity. 

 
Enriching the Salzburg Experience:  The Home Campus Connection: 

 
Each semester, a visiting University of Redlands professor on sabbatical leave will teach 
an intensive, four week special topics course that is integrated into the curriculum of the 
Salzburg Semester. 
 
Fall 2012 -- Race and Ethnic Studies 245 – Race and Science 
Biology Professor, Dr. Benjamin Aronson 
Spring 2013 -- Salzburg 260 – Cold War, Hot Licks: The Politics of Music between America 
and Central Europe, 1935-1989 
Assistant Professor of Music, Dr. Katherine Baber 

 
Additional Opportunities: 
 

Community Service Activity Credit (CSAC) – Opportunities exist to engage and serve in 
the local community. 
 
Austrian Outdoor Recreation (PE) – The course involves regular fitness training and 
engagement in typical Austrian sports such as skiing, mountaineering, bicycling, hiking 
and rock climbing. 
 
Music 350, Applied Music: Private Instruction – Is available from professional musicians 
in the Salzburg community for instruments or vocalists.  A music advisor is on the 
Salzburg faculty.  Students may elect to participate in Salzburg musical ensembles. 


