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A     s a young boy growing up in Nevada, Bill Lowman ‘70 didn’t 
imagine himself one day hitchhiking through Yugoslavia or going 
through the Berlin Wall at Checkpoint Charlie. As a student at 

the University of Redlands, he found himself taking those adventures and 
many more during his experience studying at Salzburg. 

Now Lowman finds himself in a new adventure that brings him full 
circle—returning to Salzburg more than 40 years later as the Alice Mozley 
Director of the University of Redlands Salzburg Program. He says he is 
thrilled, and calls the opportunity a “wonderful thing.”

“I was retired and on my sabbatical,” said Lowman, an arts education 
entrepreneur who had spent the past 26 years as president growing the 
Idyllwild Arts Academy in the San Jacinto mountains. 

“I was an active Salzburg alum. I had been the master of ceremonies of 
the 25th anniversary and Dr. Appleton had just seen me speaking to an 
entire group about the importance of the education at Salzburg. He called 
and asked if I would be interested in talking to University leadership 
about leading the program.” 

The 14-week residential study abroad experience in Salzburg, Austria 
hosts about 30 students and some faculty and staff who live and learn 
together in the Marketenderschlössl on the Mönchsberg—a 16th century 
six-story castle leased from a Catholic order as a home for the program.

University President James Appleton said Lowman is the ideal 
professional to lead the prestigious Salzburg program.  

“He has demonstrated, over many years, his love for students. He 
works effectively in differing cultures. He displays a leadership style 
that is engaging, and he embodies a set of personal interests and values 
that enable him to be a good mentor.  He and his wife will make a 
significant impact on our students, many of whom will be experiencing 
an international experience for the first time.”
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Lowman was more than interested in returning to Salzburg, 
describing his college experience there as “life-shaping.”

He jokes that he came to Redlands to be Pavarotti, but had 
found himself wavering on his initial goal of becoming a 
tenor soloist.

 “I was in the middle of changing my hopes and dreams 
for the future,” said Lowman of the time his friends dragged 
him to a Salzburg meeting, “and this seemed like a good way 
to do it. I had been singing at talent shows at the University, 
and Dean Marc Jack Smith suggested that I should be taking 
voice lessons at Salzburg at the Mozarteum. I was charmed 
by this idea.

“It wasn’t common to study in Europe in 1968. The 
Redlands program was just eight years old—a pioneer.”

Lowman said that he had imagined from his extensive 
musical studies the expansive nature of European culture 
and the beauty of the European ideal.

“I found it was all of that and more. I would read about 
Michelangelo, and then travel to Italy to touch the Pietá and 
look at the David. This experiential learning changes your 
engagement and deeply enriches your education. Every part 
of my European experience was something little kids from 
Nevada don’t do.” 

Lowman regularly reunites with members of his fall 1968 
Salzburg Semester group.

“The group experience is amazing. There is a culture 
outside that is very foreign, so you bond in a way that is very 
special,” he said. 

Lowman notes some things have changed.
“When I was a student at Salzburg, we were all thinking 

about the Russians, the Soviet Empire and the Cold War. 
Now, Islamic civilization and Islamic extremism are the 
focus of our deepest concerns.”

That thought shift will influence the program’s travel, 
Lowman said, and other changes are also in the works. The 
Salzburg team—Sara Falkenstien and Fred Rabinowitz, and 
current directors Steve Wuhs and Kimberley Coles, have 
together been crafting a future vision for the program. Lowman 
has also reached out to Salzburg alumni for their feedback.

“I am spending a lot of time thinking about and planning 
the classroom, travel and experiential elements of the 
semester, based on my experience. After what it did for me, it 
is exciting to work on it and to ensure that the semester will 
provide an extraordinary experience for others. It will stay 
with them throughout their lives.”

First stop for Lowman and his wife, Carolyn, a retired 
teacher, is the Goethe Institut for a month of immersion 
education in German. In July he will take over as director 
and the Lowmans will live full-time with students, faculty 
and staff at the Marketenderschlössl.

It‘s the unique opportunities for learning, “like you can’t 
do anywhere else,” he most anticipates.

“We will study in a music class the great Austrian composer 
Gustav Mahler and examine early 20th century music. That 
same afternoon, we take a break and then have dinner with 
the whole group in Salzburg. After dinner we stroll over to the 
concert hall at the Mozarteum to watch an orchestra perform 
a Mahler symphony. Following the concert we stop at a cafe 
in the Altstadt and talk about the music, the composer and 
the world of Viennese music.”

“We will intensively study German in the classroom, and then 
eat lunch together in the Mensa of the Marketenderschlössl 
where all will be required to speak German.”

On the day they arrive, students will tour Salzburg and 
then attend a retreat to construct their community dynamics 
by forming a House Council and committees and developing 
community expectations. 

Students take four, four-unit classes: Austria in Europe, 
Sites and Sounds of Salzburg, German at the appropriate 
level and a special topics course.  All classes integrate lectures 
with the educational travel which will include two long 
trips—one to Italy and the other to the Balkans—and a short 
trip to Vienna and Budapest. Lowman said students are 
encouraged to travel on their own on weekends and during 
the mid-semester 10-day break.

”When what you are studying in theory becomes the object 
of your experience, then it is my belief that real education 
takes place,” Lowman said. OT O
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