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MAGNIFICENT CHINA

Experience the Delights of a Well-Crafted Tour

Dear Universi ty of Redlands Alumni  and Friends:

From the metropolitan and modern to the rural and historic, China in all its
complexity must be experienced by today’s global citizen. Join Professor Art Svenson
and fellow University of Redlands Alums for a journey into China’s past, present and
future.

This 13-day journey, bookended by two of China’s most important and rapidly
evolving cities— Beijing and Shanghai—will provide a look at all the  contemporary
expectations for this growing nation, while also touching upon its history, art, and
natural beauty. While the program features such inspiring architecture as the Forbidden
City, the Summer Palace in Beijing, and the ultra-modern skyscrapers in Shanghai, it
also highlights natural wonders, including the the idyllic West Lake of Hangzhou and
the granite escarpment of the Huang Mountains.

As you delve into the Huizhou villages of Anhui Province, you’ll explore rice
paddies, wander 500-year-old villages, and learn the traditions of the Huizhou cultures.
Drop by a tofu shop or learn about the ancient production of paper, inkstone, and
calligraphy brush at a local ink factory. Enjoy meeting local village people and
craftsmen, explore towering bamboo forests, and the stunning scenery of the Huang
Mountains. 

Professor Svenson and the local guides will provide insightful commentary that
will give context to the China you will experience. Please join us on this
extraordinary exploration of China’s beauty and wonders.

Sincerely,

Vice President of University Advancement

TOUR STUDY LEADER Professor Art Svenson

Art Svenson has been a professor of government at
the University of Redlands for more than thirty
years. Holder of the David Boies Chair, he teaches a
variety of courses in constitutional law, the judicial
process, and American political thought. In addition,
Art enjoys another life as a professional violinist,
and is a longtime performer with several regional
orchestras, including the Redlands Symphony. He
has received numerous university-wide awards for
his work, notably outstanding teaching, research,

and service to alumni. Most recently, in 2013, he received his second Mortar Board
Professor of the Year award, and gave a memorable “Our House” address at the
inauguration ceremony of President Kuncl.

Art and his family—his wife Nancy, and their nine-year-old daughter Elle—love to
travel, having made several trips to the U of R campus in Salzburg, Austria. Among
their most memorable “adSventures,” he and Nancy have visited China on three
occasions, to build a family, and in 2011 as a Fulbright Scholar to teach American
constitutional law at the prestigious Renmin University in Beijing. During their five-
month stay, the Svenson family traveled far and wide throughout China. From these
experiences, Art and Nancy have worked closely with agents from the China
Advocates Fine Touring Company to organize a 2014 China experience that will be
unique, varied, and utterly memorable. And if you are so moved, the Svensons invite
you to consider both pre- and post-extension tours of China, including imperial
resorts and the ancient capital of Xian in the north, and rice terraces and karst
mountains in and around southern China’s Guilin and Li River regions.

Experience the sights, sounds, customs, and food of a world like none other; meet
and greet lovely, kind, proud, and peaceful people; expect the unexpected; and above
all, says Art, “bring comfortable shoes and your adventurous Bulldog spirit.”



FABULOUS D INING

Savor China’s Exquisite Regional Cuisines 

China today arguably produces the finest

cuisine in the world.  Given the

country’s stratospheric economic rise

and the emergence of a fun-loving

middle class, the special dining

experience is prized in Chinese society more than ever before.  A good time in

China means nothing if not “to eat well.”

The enjoyment of good food will prove one of this family tour’s recurring

themes.  Fine dining certainly makes for a happy occasion, but in China, it means

much more.  Simply put, the brilliance of Chinese culture is found in China’s

astounding culinary traditions. Every Chinese region defines itself by its

cuisine—and this means the direct way of experiencing a region is through tasting

its food.  In the Middle Kingdom, food unlocks the subtlety and richness of culture.  

Since your tour passes through much of the country, you will have ample

opportunity to discover each region’s culinary specialty.  And given Chinese

creativity, it is unlikely you will eat the same dish twice. One after another, dishes

brought to your table will surprise you by their originality and uniqueness. The

enjoyment of “food as culture” will be

part and parcel of your China

experience. Here are just some of the

fine eating establishments you will

enjoy:

§ In BEIJING, dine at China Lounge,  recognized as a premier location for the

fabled Chinese delicacy, Peking duck. § Xiaolongpuat the foot of the Great Wall

showcases the freshest farmers’ produce and hearty foods—particularly braised

meats—conducive to the northern climate and rugged terrain.  

§ In HANGZHOU,  lunch at a Tea Farmer’s home features the local approach to

southern food with the unexpected and marvelous use of longjing tea.

§ In TUNXI, Laojiey ilou Restaurant draws on foods grown in mountains and wild

herbs, which form the basis for one of China’s eight regional cuisines. 

§The HUIZHOU VILLAGES offer an opportunity to further explore traditional

Anhui cuisine at Shiwaitaoyuan Restaurant.  Like Tunxi, the rural chefs are inspired

by the surrounding mountains and the wild herbs and ingredients grown in the

near-by uncultivated forests and fields. 

§ In SHANGHAI,  Lv Bo Lang delights

in food presentation and a masterful

harmony of color, fragrance, and flavor.  

§ Xi Family  Garden Restaurant is often

cited as one of the city’s best choices for

Shanghai cuisine and delicate  tastes.



Arrive in Beijing for one night.

Fly to the ancient Tang dynasty

capital of Xian. Explore the

Shaanxi History Museum and

its artifacts spanning many

dynasties. View the

extraordinary 2,300-year-old

terracotta warriors in the tomb

of China’s first emperor,

Qinshihuang. 

Stroll Muslim Street and the

Grand Mosque to get a sense of

the Islamic past that traces its

heritage to the flourishing Silk

Road culture of the Tang.

Later, see another imperial

wish for immortality at the Han

Emperor’s Tomb.

*dates include 2 days of international

travel

A 1-page flyer

is available for this extension

CUSTOMIZE YOUR OWN CHINA EXPERIENCE

PRE-TOUR EXTENSIONS

Come to China Early

Yanyu Pavilion, Chengde

Spend three days experiencing

the grandeur of the Qing

Imperial Resort at Chengde,  a

two hour drive north of Beijing.

A UNESCO World Heritage Site

with a history of more than 300

years, this is one of the great

cultural landmarks in all China. 

The garden complex includes

imperial halls,  southern-style

lake gardens, Mongolian yurts,

and a wooded hillside with

numerous pavilions. Beyond

the palace many Buddhist

temples were built,  each one

architecturally unique, of which

five remain. 

*dates include 2 days of international
travel

A printed 8-page brochure

is available for this extension

X I A N & 

THE TERRACOTTA WARR IOR S

4 Days

May 31 - June 3, 2014*

CHENGDE IMPER I A L RESORT

5 Days

May 30 -June 3, 2014*

Terracotta Warrior, Xian



BEAUTY AND WONDERS OF CHINA

I T IN ERARY

June 2 - 3 • U.S. -  Beijing
Depart the U.S. on June 2nd for your flight
to Beijing. Cross the international
dateline and arrive in China on June 3rd.
(meals aloft)
• Accommodations at Sunworld Hotel

Beijing in the heart of downtown

June 4 • Beijing
This morning, visit the newly-renovated
National Museum by Tiananmen Square and
Mao’s Mausoleum. The museum displays
the finest art and antiquities of China. The
stone-clad atrium is a grand architectural
space unmatched in the world. 

Later, explore Beijing’s picturesque
Houhai district where well-preserved
courtyard homes and narrow hutong alleys
border tree-lined lakes. Tour the district by
“pedicab” for a closer and more engaging
experience of traditional Chinese life.
Enjoy lunch at the home of a local family. 

In the afternoon, explore the Temple of
Heaven, one of the finest creations of the
Ming dynasty. This stunning architecture
realizes the great Chinese desire to
incarnate heaven in material form, and
represents the most advanced principles of
mechanics and geometry of the time. 

This evening, savor the imperial city’s
most famous delicacy, Peking duck, at the
renowned  China Lounge. (b,l,d)

June 5 • Beijing
Touring begins
today as we enter
the gate of the
Forbidden City,
the abiding
symbol of
imperial China.
Truly one of the
great
achievements of
civilization, its
construction

employed hundreds of thousands of
workers between 1406 and 1420. Marvel at
its expansive architecture, magnificent
imperial gardens, and many museums of
Chinese antiquities and treasures.

Enjoy lunch at Sichuan Restaurant
featuring fine Sichuan cuisine.

In the afternoon, visit the beautiful
grounds of the Summer Palace. The Palace
was built in 1888 for the Empress Dowager
Ci Xi, using funds originally intended for
the Qing Imperial Navy. Stroll through the
exquisite royal gardens and cruise on
lovely Kunming Lake. Also walk the
Painted Gallery, the longest garden
walkway in China, famous for its lake
views.

The evening is free and dinner is on your
own. You may choose to attend a Peking
Opera performance which always is a
crowd-pleaser with its colorful costumes
and martial arts routines. (b,l)

June 6 • Beijing
This morning drive to the Great Wall at
Mutianyu, a rugged section of the Wall that
is less crowded and has cable car access.
Enjoy the astounding views of the Wall as
it winds over the surrounding hills.  The
Great Wall of China presents a visual
experience that consistently exceeds
visitors’ expectations. 

Enjoy lunch at Xiao Long Pu Restaurant
near the foothills of the wall.   The

restaurant is
famous for
farmers’ fresh
produce and
unique local
cuisine.

Afterward,
drive to the Ming
Tombs, where 13
Ming dynasty
emperors are
buried.

Father Lion in the Forbidden City

The Great Wall



The evening is free and dinner is on
your own. You may stop by Wanfujing
market street for some optional
shopping time. (b,l)

June 7 • Beijing - Hangzhou
In the morning, drive to the train station
and board your high-speed train to the
Song capital of southern China,
Hangzhou. A light boxed lunch will be
provided  on board the train.

Upon arrival,  you will be met by your
Hangzhou local guide and taken to your
hotel.

Before dinner, explore the Bai
Causeway along the West Lake. 

In the evening, explore Xihuxintiandi
by the West Lake, a beautiful lakeside
park developed recently with gardens,
fine restaurants and
boutique shops. (b,l)
• Accommodations at

Ramada Hotel Plaza by

the West Lake

June 8 •Hangzhou
After breakfast,  stroll
through Huagang Park
with its lovely flora and
fauna, so representative
of southern Chinese
elegance.

Visit the National Silk
Museum, where you will
be amazed by the
intricate production of
silk. 

Visit Meijiawu Tea
Plantation, known for its
superb longjing tea. Meet tea farmers
and learn how this ancient art is carried
on today.  Walk the tea fields and learn
the fine art of leaf picking (leaf quality
determines tea quality).  

After lunch at a tea farmer’s home, tour
the Lingyin Temple, one of the earliest
grand Chan Buddhist temples remaining
in China.

Later take a sunset boat ride on West
Lake and tour the charming gardens on
the isles.

Dinner features authentic Hangzhou
cuisine. (b,l,d)   

June 9 •Hangzhou - Tunxi
This morning tour the elegant Qing
dynasty Guo Zhuang Garden and stop by
picturesque Quyuanfenghe Park. Also,
walk along the lovely Su Causeway built
by famous Song dynasty literati,  Su
Dong-po.

Then tour the grand architectural
compound of the Qing dynasty

merchant, Hu Xueyan. Countless
courtyards lead from one to another,
culminating in a grand garden with
monumental rock and architectural
design. 

After lunch, drive to Tunxi through
beautiful countryside (4 hour ride.) Upon
arrival,  check in to your hotel by old
town. 

Dinner is at Laojieyilou Restaurant.
(b,l,d)
• Accommodations at International Hotel

June 10 •Huizhou Villages
Spend the whole day visiting the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Hongcun
Village and the tranquil Guanlu Village.
Situated in the rich green and sparkling
waters of surrounding rice paddies, each

village appears entirely-
unto-itself,  just as they
did centuries ago. The
same feeling of
authenticity is felt as you
wander the stone lanes,
on pathways that at
times narrow to shoulder
width, between towering
vertical walls of
residences.  
Hong Village is

picturesquely ringed by
hills,  it is known as “a
village in a Chinese
painting.” The village is
laid out in the shape of a
water buffalo. 

Lunch is at
Shiwaitaoyuan Restaurant

featuring traditional Anhui cuisine.
In the afternoon, tour quiet Guanlu

Village with centuries old Huizhou
architecture. Explore the notable “Grand
Compound of the Eight Families” from
the Qing dynasty. Each residence has an
elegant central courtyard where young
and old gather all day long. Here we find
intricate woodcarving on screens,
windows and doors. 

Return to Tunxi in the late afternoon.
The evening is free and dinner is on your
own. (b,l)  

June 11 • Huang Mountains
Today drive one hour to Anhui’s crown
jewels, the Huang Mountains. On the
way, take a sidetrip to Feicuigu Canyon,
a 6-kilometer long canyon filled with
hundreds of ponds, bamboo clusters, and
wild flowers. Parts of the Oscar-winning
movie Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon

were filmed here.
The Huang Mountains are one of the

Huang Mountains



world’s most stunning visual
experiences.   Rising thousands of feet,
numerous peaks balance granite
escarpments in air and are crowned by
solitary pines half-hidden in mists.
Easily accessible, a cable car lifts
travelers to the summit where
accommodations are located.  A short
walk from the hotel allows views of
stunning scenery in every direction.

Although the highest peak only
measures 6,200ft above sea level,  the
sheer rock cliffs are spectacular to view.
Once at the summit, you can understand
why Chinese landscape painters had no
need to exaggerate to create their
wondrous effects; they merely convey
the actuality of Huang granite peaks!

During your time at the summit,
choose between short strolls on nearby
paths or longer hikes along the summit
ridge.  This is precious time for
individual exploration and family
outings. (b,l,d)
• Accommodations at the  North Sea

(Beihai) Hotel on the summit

June 12 •Huang Mtns - Shanghai
This morning is free to explore the
mountains on one’s own.  At points of
visual beauty, you may find Chinese
artists painting the scenery.  Other
times, dozens of Chinese students from
faraway provinces will be seen
converging on a particular place to

sketch a homework assignment. Both
foreigners and Chinese may be found
meditating or performing spiritual
rituals to commune with nature.     

After lunch, descend the mountain by
cable car and visit Shexian town, famous
for its memorial arches, narrow angular
lanes, and merchant homes. The old
town center of Doushan is noted for its
concentration of old homes and stone-
lined alleyways .

On returning to Tunxi, visit a local ink
factory. Huizhou has carried on
traditional production of rice paper, ink
stone, and calligraphy brushes. Later,
wander the streets of Laojie, an old
shopping district began over 1000 years
ago.

Dinner at Laojie Tea House
Restaurant. After dinner fly to Shanghai
in late evening.  (b, l,  d)
• Accommodations at the Crowne Plaza 

June 13 • Shanghai
In the morning, visit the Shanghai
Museum and view its wonderful
collection of Chinese bronzes, jade,
pottery and ceramics, paintings and
calligraphy, old coins, and furniture.

Later, tour Yuyuan Gardens in old
Shanghai and absorb the Chinese
traditional garden ambiance.
For lunch, enjoy delicious Shanghai

dim sum at Lv Bo Lang Restaurant. 
After lunch, wander in the old French

Concession with European style villas
in the historic district.

Take a boat ride on the Huangpu River.     
This evening, an elegant farewell

banquet at Xi Family Garden Restaurant.
After dinner, stroll along the Bund,
viewing the beautifully decorated
colonial buildings along the Huangpu
River. (b,l,d)

June 14 • Shanghai - U.S.
Transfer to the Shanghai airport for your
flight home.  Arrive in the U.S. on the
same day.  (b, meals aloft)

West Lake, Hangzhou



Immerse yourself in the

wonders of man and nature, with

a 5 day excursion to south

China.  Explore the evocative

world of Longsheng, where

Zhuang and Yao minorities have

sculpted rice terraces into

hillsides since the Yuan

dynasty. Perched high above the

valley floor, with terraces as far

as the eye can see, Longsheng

is a Shangri-la of rustic

simplicity.   

Then, drive to Guilin and

witness the awesome karst

limestone mountains that are

the signature of the region.

Cruise the Li River and find a

landscape that seems to be

lifted out of a Chinese scroll

painting.

Disembark at Yangshuo, a

slightly eccentric rivertown,

and hike the nearby regions of

karst mountains and rice

paddies that reveal the life of

Chinese fishermen and farmers. 

An 8-page brochure

is available for this extension

    This 4-day Hong Kong extension

combines captivating sightseeing

experiences with ample free time for

personal exploration to create the

perfect finish to your  China tour.

With a magical skyline as

backdrop, there is no end to the

fascination of this self-styled

World City. Museums, night life,

extraordinary cuisine, endless

shopping—life here is like no other

place.

Fly from Shanghai and transit

immediately to your hotel.  You may

spend a leisurely afternoon

recovering your energies or

exploring on your own. On Day 2,

visit Stanley Market and take a ride

on a sampan in Repulse Bay. Visit

the Aberdeen Floating Community

and take the old tram to the top of

Victoria Peak. Then tour Ocean Park

to see some of China’s rarest

animals. Day 3 is at leisure. Depart

for the U.S. on Day 4.

Accommodations at the Metro

Park Kowloon Hotel.

A 1-page PDF

is available for this extension

GU I L I N A ND LONGSHENG

5 Days

June 14 - 18, 2014

DEL I GHT OF

HONG KONG HARBOR

4 Days

June 14 - 17, 2014

CUSTOMIZE YOUR OWN CHINA EXPERIENCE

POST-TOUR EXTENSIONS

Stay in China Awhile Longer

Hong Kong Harbour

Guilin Landscape



•Rates are per person and do not include international air:

Main Tour, Adult, Double Occupancy $3,890

Single Supplement $1,290

Chengde Pre-Extension                       $1,290                 Single Supplement $ 490

Xian Pre-Extension                               $1,390                 Single Supplement $ 450      

Guilin Post-Extension                         $2,190                 Single Supplement $ 790   

Hong Kong Post-Extension            $2,090                 Single Supplement $ 790        

Roundtrip International Air available through Airtreks.  For pricing, please contact Airtreks directly 

at 415-977-7136 or at china-advocates@airtreks.com.

Private Airport Transfers upon arrival in Beijing and departure in Shanghai are recommended and 

available through China Advocates.  Call 1-888-333-2585 or email info@china-advocates.com.

Main Tour Includes: • Double occupancy accommodations  • All meals listed in itinerary • All sightseeing,
entertainment, and cultural activities listed in itinerary • Chinese airport taxes • All group air and ground transportation
within China • English-speaking Chinese local tour guides • China Advocates’ national tour director (with a minimum
of 10 participants) • Gratuities to local guides and drivers on main tour  

Not Included: • Domestic U.S. and international airfare • Gratuities to national tour director • Gratuities on extensions
• Airport transfers and porterage • Visa processing • Meals not included in the tour • Excess baggage charges • Travel
insurance • Items of a personal nature

For more information, please contact China Advocates  

toll free at 888-333-2585 or 415-334-4505

or email Travel@china-advocates.com

Tour Reservation Form
University of Redlands Alumni 

Beauty  and Wonders of China   June 2 - 14, 2014

Enclosed is a deposit of $ ____________ ($700 per person) to hold ________ place(s).   Please make 

checks payable to China Advocates. Final payment is due March 2, 2014. 

Name/s ________________________________________________ Birthdate _________________

Name/s ________________________________________________ Birthdate _________________

Address______________________________ City ______________ State ____ Zip __________

Home/Office ____________________________ Cell ___________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________ ____ Relation____________________________

Optional Extensions:  Chengde Pre-Tour   Xian Pre-Tour

Guilin Post-Tour Hong Kong Post-Tour

Accommodations:        Single                          Double 

I need assistance in securing a roommate     
(I understand that if a roommate cannot be secured for me, I agree to pay the single supplement fee(s).)

Bedding Request: One Bed                     Two Beds       

Smoking     Non-smoking  

I/We understand that, by signing below, I/we acknowledge that the Responsibilities and Conditions
section of this brochure has been read and accepted.

Signature ________________________________________________________ Date ______________

Signature ________________________________________________________ Date ______________

Credit Card Number for Deposit: ______________________________________________________

Exp. Date __________CVV Code_________ (Credit card payment is for deposit only.  Balance must be paid by check)

Signature ________________________________________________________ Date ______________
Please fax or mail Reservation Form, with deposit, to:

China Advocates  
2339  Ocean  Ave,  San  Francisco ,  CA 94127

Phone:  888-333-2585  Fax:  415-841-1790 

TOUR COST



TRAVEL IN CHINA 
The schedule will be demanding with moderate
physical activity. Travel in China requires good
physical condition and health (special needs
must be arranged for in advance and may result
in additional costs), a spirit of adventure, a flexi-
ble attitude, and a sense of humor. The itinerary
is subject to change and modification. Every
effort will be made to carry out the program as
planned, but alterations may still occur. Partici-
pants should be aware that no refunds will be
made as a result of unforeseen changes,  modifica-
tions, or delays. 

CONDITIONS
RESERVATIONS: Bookings are subject to the terms
and conditions mentioned in these sections. By
placing a deposit you agree to and are bound by
the terms and conditions listed herein. To confirm
your reservation, a deposit of $700 per person is
required. Credit card payment is accepted for the
deposit only; final balance must be paid by check. 

AIR:Air cancellations and penalties are based on
each carrier and ticket.  Be sure to review these
policies before purchasing air via Airtreks. China
Advocates, Inc. and University of Redlands are
not responsible for any penalties incurred due to
air changes or cancellations.

CANCELLATIONS: No cancellation is valid until it
is received in writing by the office of China
Advocates. Cancellation penalties are based on
the date of receipt of written notice and are as
follows: 91 or more days prior to departure, a
cancellation fee of $500 per person is retained;
90-46 days prior to departure, $1,500 per
person; 45-31 days prior to departure, $2,500
per person; 30-0 days prior to departure,   no
refund is made. 

Cancellation penalties for additional hotel nights,
hotel and cruise ship room upgrades, tour exten-
sions, and any special arrangements, are as fol-
lows: 50-31 days prior to departure, 25% of
cost is retained; 30-0 days prior to departure,
no refund is made.

RESPONSIBILITIES: China Advocates, Inc. and
University of Redlands act only as agents for the
various carriers for which tickets are provided and
assumes no responsibility or liability in connec-
tion with the service of any train, vessel, carriage, aircraft,
motor vehicle or other conveyance which may be used
either wholly or in part, in the performance of their duty to
the passenger. Neither will they be responsible for any act,
error, or omission or for any injury, loss, accident, delay or
irregularity which may be occasioned by a reason of any
defect in any vehicles, or through neglect or default of any
company or person engaged in conveying the passenger,
or for any hotel proprietor, hotel service or restaurant, or
for any other person engaged in carrying out the purpose
for which tickets or coupons are issued. Nor will China
Advocates, Inc. and University of Redlands and/or their
agents be responsible for loss, injury, damages or expens-
es to persons or property, due to illness, weather, strikes,
local laws, hostilities, wars, terrorist acts, acts of nature or
other such causes in connection with this tour or anything
beyond their reasonable control. In the event it becomes
necessary or advisable for the comfort or well being of the
passengers, or for any reason whatsoever, to alter itinerary
or arrangements, such alterations may be made without
penalty to the operators. The right is reserved to withdraw

any or all tours should conditions warrant, also to decline
to accept or retain any passengers as members for the
tours. In such instances, there will be no refund for unused
portions of the tour. Refunds for unused carrier tickets
may be only in accordance with the regulations of the
carrier. CST 2064278-40. Registration as a seller of travel
does not constitute approval by the State of California. All
legal questions will be settled within the jurisdiction of the
County of San Francisco, California.

VISA: To obtain a Chinese visa, a passport is required that
is valid for at least six months beyond the duration of the
tour. Travelers are responsible for their own visas.

Trip cancellation insurance is highly recommended
and available. You will receive travel insurance infor-
mation once you are confirmed on the program.

Itinerary is subject to modification. 

Prices are subject to change without notice.
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Shanghai - where the future is now
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